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Message from the Head, Department of Civil Engineering
University of Peradeniya.

Vortex is the last event of the annual calendar of activities of 
the Civil Engineering Society. It gives a mixed feeling of hap-
piness as well as sadness in writing this message at the time 
of celebrating the Vortex. When it reminds me that another 
group of young budding engineers are ready to embark on 
a journey as engineers, it gives me great happiness when I 
think about the time they spent with us at the faculty. It also 
gives a bit of sad feeling when it reminds me that this group 
will not meet us regularly again at lecture rooms and faculty 
corridors.
Anyway, if there is a meeting, there should be a separate one day or the other. I like 
to wish all those leave us soon all the best for a successful future.
All the lessons learned in lecture rooms, labs, design classes, field work should 
broaden your knowledge and sharpen your skills. Fundamentals learned during 
the undergraduate will never become redundant or obsolete as many applications 
developed on the fundamentals you learned. Knowledge and skills you gained 
should give you all the requirements to become an engineer.
I wish you again all the very best for your future path. Bon Voyage

Jayalath Edirisinghe
Head,

Department of Civil Engineering.
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Message from the President, Civil Engineering Society
Faculty of Engineering, University of Peradeniya.

“Vortex” is a traditional event organized annually by the 
Civil Engineering Society (CES) which is a Civil Engineer-
ing students and staffs get together and especially the 
last event of the current CES executive committee. This 
event also planned at the last academic week of the cur-
rent final year students who are going to complete their 
undergraduate life with this university. I take this oppor-
tunity to welcome the Dean Engineering, all the academ-
ic staff members and students of the Department of Civil Engineering, sponsors 
and co-sponsors of this event and all the industry participants to this Vortex 2018.
This Vortex event is an earned celebration after tireless one year filled with many 
different activities of the current Ex-Co. I am sure each and every member of this 
Ex-Co family had many memorable experiences during this one year time. Many 
activities of CES provided the platform to tighten the bond between students and 
the academic staff members and also enhanced interaction of students with many 
leading Civil Engineering companies in Sri Lanka. 
This year, we introduced LANWA Awards Programme 2018 for Engineering Com-
munication and we have successfully completed 5 different categories of Engineer-
ing Communication awards which will be presented at this Vortex event. Congrat-
ulations to all the winners and my appreciation to those who all participated this 
LANWA Awards Programme 2018.
At this moment, I thank all the members of the CES those who extended their sup-
port in many different ways for the benefit of this society. I also wish the final year 
undergraduate students who are going to sit for their final exam in coming weeks 
for a bright future and a wonderful career.
Wishing you all a pleasant and an evening filled with lots of fun and entertainment. 

Dr. S.K. Navaratnarajah
President of Civil Engineering Society
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Message from the Vice  President, Civil Engineering Society
Faculty of Engineering, University of Peradeniya.

After another successful year of Civil Engineering Society 
today we conclude our journey at ‘Vortex 2018’.CES has 
successfully organized various activities throughout the 
year such as Annual Seminar, Soft skills Workshop, Spa-
ghetti Bridge Competition, INSEE – Mix Design Challenge, 
CES Talk Series and Lanwa Awards.

The colorful event that you are gazing upon today is a re-
minder of unforgettable memories we gathered throughout past 3 years as civil 
engineering undergraduates.
In this last event of CES calendar I would like to express my heartiest gratitude to 
head and the staff of civil engineering department and for the guidance and help 
given towards CES activities. Also, my gratitude goes to the president, secretary, 
senior treasurer and other members of CES committee 2018.Finally, I’m thankful 
to all the members of CES members for their active participation and enormous 
contribution to CES activities.
Good luck on your future endeavors!

Prabhash Gunasinghe,
Vice- President,

Civil Engineering Society.
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Vortex 2018 - Program

7.00 p.m. – 7.05 p.m.		 - Inauguration and Lighting of Oil Lamp

7.05 p.m. – 7.10 p.m.		 - Welcome Speech by President of CES 

				       Dr.S.K.Navarathnarajah 

7.10 p.m. – 7.20 p.m.		 - Video Presentation on past CES activities

7.20 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.		 - Address by the Head of the Department

			     	    Dr.Jayalath Edirisinghe

7.30 p.m. – 7.40 p.m.		 - Address by Dean, Faculty of Engneering

			      	    Prof.G.B.B.Herath

7.40 p.m. – 7.50 pm.		  - Verity show

7.50 p.m. – 8.10 pm.		  - LANWA Awards and presenting of other certificates

8.10 p.m. – 8.25 pm.		  - Sponsor’s message 

8.25 p.m. – 9.00 pm.		  - Variety show 

9.00 p.m. 			   - Poster presentation and Dinner 
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CES Talk Series

CES Talk Series was organized throughout the year 2018 with the purpose of im-

proving the knowledge of civil engineering undergraduate. Over the year, 9 CES 

talks were organized with a versatile ran ge of topics related to civil engineering 

field with the collaboration of local and international resource persons. Both aca-

demic staff and undergraduate students participated these talks eagerly and gath-

ered knowledge on updating world of civil engineering.
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CES Talk Series

• Risk Based Assessment of European Infrastructure Projects by Prof.Dimitris Dia   	

   mantidis.

• An Introduction to Fire Safety Engineering in the UK by Dr.T.D.Gerard Caniscus.

• University of Peradeniya: Remembering Our Roots by Prof.Buddhi Marambe.

• Reinforced Soil Structures Using Geosynthetics by Eng.Gerad Tan.

• Forensic Engineering by Prof.Ranjith Dissanayake.

• Climate Change Impact on Water Environment : Examples from Asian River Basins                                                                                                                                        

  by Dr.Sangam Shrestha.

• Women Engineering Leadership in Water Sector Development.

• Geopolymers & Alkali Activated Materials by Dr.David Law.

• Engineering Ethics by Eng.P.H.Sarath Gamini.   
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Soft Skills Workshop 2018

Soft Skill Workshop 2018 which is organized by Civil Engineering Society-Univer-
sity of Peradeniyawas held on 8th of December 2018 at Faculty of Engineering, 
University of Peradeniya. This initial session was a platform to lay the foundation to 
the CV writing & Interview facing and it was conducted by Ms . Bernadine Fernando 
from INSEE Cement Company .
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Spaghetti Bridge Competition

Spaghetti Bridge Competition is organized every year with the intension of testing 
the knowledge and capacity of civil engineering undergraduate student in struc-
tural engineering by building a model of a bridge using spaghetti as the basic ma-
terial.These structures were evaluated by the load they can bare and best 3 groups 
were qualified to compete at the IESL Techno Exhibition – Spaghetti Bridge Com-
petition at BMICH. 



24

Annual Seminer 2018

Annual Seminar organized by Civil Engineering Society is the largest event in the 
year. Annual Seminar was organized with the target of developing the interac-
tion between the industry and the faculty while sharing the knowledge of new 
approaches in civil engineering world. The event was held on 12th January 2019 
with the topic of ‘Coastal Land Reclamation and City Development’. The event was 
based on development of Colombo Port City development and experts on differ-
ent areas of civil engineering enriched the event with their valuable ideas. Event 
was sponsored by CHEC Port City Colombo (Pvt) Ltd. and Ministry of Megapolis and 
Western Development.
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Lanwa Scholarship Program 2018
Engineering Communication

Ceylon Steel Cooperation Ltd. (LANWA) has been, and continues to be, a key in-
dustrial partner of the Department of Civil Engineering, University of Peradeniya 
with its extended assistance to enhance the academic and research culture of the 
Department. The Lanwa Scholars Program, in particular, has offered opportunities 
for exceptionally skilled students of the Department to grow professionally and 
harness their skills in areas where challenges exist with regard to industrial expec-
tations.
Having recognized the emerging importance of effective communication in Civil 
Engineering, the Lanwa Scholars Program 2018 envisages providing scholarships 
to undergraduate students of the Department to encourage the Civil Engineering 
students to be influential communicators in the future Industry.
Applications were invited from 2nd, 3rd and 4th year undergraduate students in 
the Department of Civil Engineering to apply for the scholarships under the follow-
ing five categories.

Category 1: Technical Communication: Writing 
The applicant’s skills on writing up a technical communication on a given topic 
within a specified time was evaluated.

Category 2: Technical Communication: Speaking
The applicant’s skills on oral communication on a given topic within a specified 
time was evaluated.

Category 3: Technical Communication: Elevator Speech
The applicant’s skills on verbally presenting on a given Engineering topic in a short 
time interval (40 – 50s) resembling a brief elevator ride was evaluated.
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Category 4: Multimedia Communication
The applicant’s skills on innovative uses of multimedia (e.g., PowerPoint) for pre-
senting on a given Engineering topic within a specified time interval was examined.

Category 5: Video Communication
The applicant’s skills on innovative application of graphics and video animations 
on communicating a Civil Engineering application was evaluated.
 


